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WHAT IS A 303(D) LIST?

1e Clean Water Act calls on each state to list its
solluted water bodies and to set priorities for their
1up. Waterbodies qualify for these “impaired waters
> when they are too polluted or otherwise degraded to
ort their designated and existing uses (like drinking
r, switnming, recreation, and fishing). The impaired
rs list is also called the 303(d) list, named after the
on in the Clean Water Act that requires it. The states
it their lists to Congress every two years. States must
slete TMDLs (Total Maximum Daily Loads) for each
1 parameter for each waterbody on the list.

The new federal TMDL regulations call for states to
1it 303(d) lists every four years. Until the new
iations are enforced, states must complete them every
years.

There is a thirty day public comment period on each

list.
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rga Environmental Protection Division {(GA-EFD}

CONTACTS & MORE
INFORMATION

Federal Contact for TMDLs in Georgia:
Robert F, McGhee, USEPA, Region 4
Sam Nunn Federal Center
61 Forsyth Street
Atlanta, Georgia 30303
(404) 562-9900

State Contact for TMDLSs in Georgia:
Alan Hallum, EPD Water Protection Division
4220 International Parkway
Suite 101
Atlanta, Georgia 30354
(404) 675-1751

Grassroots Contact for TMDLs in Georgia:
Beth Fraser, Community Watershed Project
264 N. Jackson Street
Athens, Georgia 30605
(706) 546-9008

Websites of interest:
EPA’s TMDL page: www.epa.gov/OWOW/rmndi

National Wildtife Federation’s Saving Qur Watersheds: A field gnide

to watershed restoration using TMDLs :
www.anwiorg/Northwest/watersheds

Georgia Legal Watch/Community Watershed Project:
www.georgialegalwatch.org

The Clean Water Network: www.cwn.org
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The Community Watershed Project is a program of
Georgia Legal Watch and works to engage
communities in the TMDL process.

Contacts:
Doug Haines — Program Manager
Beth Fraser — Community Coordinator
Doug Atkinson — GIS Coosdinator
Barry Sulkin - Technical Review Coordinator
Melinda Weir ~ Communications Coordinator
Kes Roberts — Staff Attomey
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According to the EPD’s 1996-1997 Water Quality Report, waters are placed on the “partially-supporting” list i (1) the
chemical data {dissolved oxygen, pH, temperature) indicated an exceedance of a water quality standard in 11% - 25% of
the samples collected or (2) if a fish consumption guideline was in place for the waterbody. The partially supporting list
also includes stream reaches based on predicted concentrations of metals at low streamflow, in excess of state standards, as

This column identifies the water quality parameter that is violated. A list of code definitions can be found within this
primer. A TMDL must be developed for each parameter listed in this column. Keep an eye on whether subsequent

303(d)
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Water Use Classification {or dmigmted use} is the crux of the 303(d) list. There are water quality standards attached to
each desngnated use, and when a water is found not 10 meet thcse criteria (see number 1) the water is llsted All gt

“action to allevwle for a particular s
This is a great sow

debate_ Ifthere isa3 i thls column, the segment has already recieved a TMDL and will be removed once water
quality standards are met. The N/A indicates that the waler is unable 10 meet water qua!lty standards due to “natural™
cause. Yet another source of great debate.
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The priority colurmn, for now, is not relevant in Georgia’s TMDL process. The court order requires that TMDLs be
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